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SUBJECT: GUNS-FOR-NARCOTICS TRADING IN GOLDEN TRIANGLE 

1 . THE SUGGESTION HAS OETEN BEEN MADE THAT GUB AND RTG 
EEEORTS TO CURB NARCOTICS TRAFEICKING EROM THE GOLDEN 
TRIANGLE MIGHT BE ENHANCED IE EEEECTIVE COMPLEMENTARY 
ACTION COULD BE TAKEN TO CURB TRAEFICKING INTO THE AREA OE 
WEAPONS NEEDED BY BURMESE DISSIDENT GROUPS. THIS IS BASED 
UPON THE PREMISE THAT WEAPONS PURCHASES ARE EINANCED TO A 
SIGNIEICANT EXTENT BY PROCEEDS EROM ILLICIT NARCOTICS SALES. 

2. WHILE WE REALIZE THAT THE DEMAND FOR WEAPONS IS NOT THE 
ONLY DRIVING EORCE BEHIND THE ILLICIT NARCOTICS TRADE, 
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UNDOUBTEDLY CONTRIBUTES TO THE ATMOSPHERE OF CORRUPTION, 
LAWLESSNESS AND DISSIDENCE IN THE AREA WHICH HAS BEEN CON- 
DUCIVE TO DRUG SMUGGLING AND INHIBITORY TO NARCOTICS SUP- 
PRESSION EEFORTS. GUN SMUGGLING IS, OF COURSE, A BAD 
THING EOR OTHER REASONS AS WELL AND WE ARE SURE THAT 
RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES IN ALL THREE GOVERNMENTS CON- 
CERNED WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT STOPPED. THIS PROBLEM MAY WELL 
BECOME MORE SEVERE AS PEACE IN INDOCHINA REDUCES ACTIVE 
COMBAT REQUIREMENTS FOR WEAPONS, THUS PRESUMABLY MAKING 
THEM AVAILABLE ON A LARGER SCALE EOR BLACK MARKET OPERA- 
TIONS. 

3. WE BELIEVE, THEREEORE, THAT THIS SIDE OF THE NARCOTICS 
PROBLEM DESERVES CLOSER ATTENTION THAN IT HAS BEEN GIVEN 
HERETOEORE-NOTWITHSTANDING THE OBVIOUS DIEEICULTIES IT 
POSES. AS A BEGINNING, REQUEST THAT EMBASSIES BANGKOK 
AND VIENTIANE REVIEW WITH HOST GOVERNMENT OEEICIALS EXIST- 
ING PROCEDURES FOR CONTROLLING AND ACCOUNTING FOR MILI- 
TARY AND POLICE WEAPONS WITH A VIEW TO DETERMINING 
WHETHER MORE EEEECTIVE PROCEDURES ARE CALLED EOR. IN 
ADDITION WE WOULD LIKE TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF 
FOSTERING ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED 
(INCLUDING THE US) FOR SYSTEMATIC IDENTIFICATION AND 
TRACING OF NEW TYPE WEAPONS (E.G., M-I6'S, M-40’S, ETC.) 

CAPTURED BY THE BURMA ARMY EROM INSURGENT AND DRUG 
TRAFEICKING GROUPS. THIS CONCEIVABLY COULD LEAD TO INEOR- 
MATION ON ILLICIT WEAPONS CHANNELS AND SOURCES THAT WOULD 
BE USEEUL IN DEVISING BETTER CONTROLS. 

4. WILL APPRECIATE ADDRESSEE COMMENTS. ROGERS 
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